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   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

 
Principal’s Notes 
As we head into February break, we want to wish all of you a safe and healthy vacation week with your family.  
 
We’ve been busy at Cole School during this cold and snowy week.  Students joined in on a Social/Emotional 
lesson with Mrs. Walsh on Monday where they heard the story Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine.  After 
listening to the story, students discussed what it means to be free and if they could have done what Henry did to 
escape slavery.  This lesson helped our students build their developing sense of empathy, especially for those 
that are oppressed.  Thank you to Mrs. Walsh for these critical SEL lessons each week! 
 
On Wednesday, our students participated in a live presentation through Zoom of Ms. Money and the Coins where 
they learned about spending, saving, and sharing.  Be sure to ask your child about the differences between wants 
and needs.  Can they tell you if a really warm jacket when it is wet and cold is a want or a need?  How about a 
brand new bracelet made of solid gold?  Can they think of other needs and wants? 
 
Love filled the air on Friday as classes exchanged Valentines.  Thank you to the families for helping children make 
Valentines and send them in early so we could “quarantine” them at school before exchanging them.  It was a 
small gesture that brought a sense of safety to many.  Enjoy looking through the Valentines together!  Those 
special messages sure do fill our buckets and hearts! 
 
On Wednesday, February 24th, we’ll see a PTO sponsored recorded performance with a live read aloud for K-2 
before the performance and a live Q and A with the performers for grades 3-5 after the performance.  Alastair 
Moock is joined by legendary folk musician and social justice educator Reggie Harris for a candid back and forth 
on history, current events, and the power of song. The two discuss their roots, what it means to live in one’s skin, 
how we can talk more productively about race, and why the past informs the present.  Improvising together on 
songs like “Wade in the Water,” “Freight Train,” “This Little Light of Mine,” and Moock’s own “Be a Pain,” the two 
demonstrate the unique ability of music to simultaneously express sorrow, joy, struggle, and determination.  Your 
child will access all links for these Google Meets and the video on their Schoology account. 
 

http://reggieharrismusic.com/


 

 
 
We are preparing for many great activities to celebrate literacy and reading!  On Wednesday, March 3rd, there will 
be some special guest readers sharing beloved books with our students in the afternoon.  Students and staff can 
dress as their favorite storybook character on Thursday, March 4th.  And, mark your calendars for this year’s 
virtual Literacy Night on March 4th at 6:30. 
 
 

 
 
If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Norwell Food Services  
The Department of Food Services has an immediate opening for Substitute Workers that could lead into a 
permanent position. The hours are school day, no nights, holidays, school vacations or weekends. Please contact 
Judy Crooks, Director of Food Services at 781-659-8800 ext 1036 or email judith.crooks@norwellschools.org or 
apply at Norwell Public Schools website https://www.applitrack.com/norwellschools/onlineapp/ 
 
February’s Lunch Menu: here 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.applitrack.com/norwellschools/onlineapp/
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/34/FebElemWholemonthMenu2021.pdf


 

 
Nurse’s Notes 
Please inform your school if you plan to travel outside of Massachusetts. 

Follow the usual health and safety precautions while you are away: avoid large groups, wear a mask in public, and 
wash your hands often. 

Required Testing: 

○ PCR COVID-19 test is required after returning to Massachusetts. 
○ All adults and children 11 and over must have a test. 
○ Children 10 and under are not required to test if all other travelers in the household test 

negative. 
○ You can find a map of testing sites at: 

https://memamaps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=eba3f0395451430b9f6
31cb095febf13.  

○ Send your test results to your school nurse before returning to school. 

If you feel that you may have been exposed to COVID-19, have attended a high-risk activity or if you are having 
symptoms of COVID-19, even if mild, please do not return to school; call your school nurse for additional 
guidance. 

The past year has been challenging for all of us. Please understand that these requirements are important, and we 
need your cooperation to ensure that we can continue to move forward.  
 
Have a restful, healthy vacation. 
 
Beth MacDougall RN (781)659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
 
Counselors’ Corner 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh continue on Mondays at 11am and 2pm (except holidays).  Email 
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org if you need the log-in information. 

 
Virtual SEL (social-emotional learning) lessons continue on Monday. All students in grades 1-5 
are expected and kindergartners are also welcome to join! 
**Please note- for safety, only students logged into their Norwell Google accounts will 
be let into the meeting. Parent emails will not be allowed in.** 
I suggest making sure that all other accounts are logged off on their device, then have your 
child sign into their Norwell Google account, and finally have them log into Schoology. You can 
always email tech.support@norwellschools.org for help! 

 
All students are enrolled in a course on Schoology, titled “SEL K-2” or “SEL Grade 3-5” (see below), where they 
should get the live lesson link each week.  
SEL Class Schedule: 

 
Resource of the Week - Random Acts of Kindness Week is 2/14-2/20! And try this Happy Heart puzzle 
worksheet to celebrate Valentine’s Day! 

Grades K-2 AM students Mondays from 1- 1:30 pm  

Grades K-2 PM students Mondays 9- 9:30 am 

Grades 3-5 AM students Mondays 2:35- 3:05 pm 

Grades 3-5 PM students Mondays 10- 10:30 am 

https://memamaps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=eba3f0395451430b9f631cb095febf13
https://memamaps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=eba3f0395451430b9f631cb095febf13
mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://media.centervention.com/pdf/Valentines-Day-Heart-Cutout.pdf


 

 
 
PTO News 

We understand that these are trying times and as a result, have decreased our Student Dues 
Campaign from $60 per student to $30 per student.  Please contribute what your means allow.  For 
some, this may be the previous year’s Dues of $60, and for others, this could be the need to forgo 
dues this year.  Either way, we truly appreciate your consideration.  For those able to contribute, you 
can send to school cash or check made payable to Cole PTO or pay via Venmo @Cole School-PTO. 
If you are paying via Venmo, please note your student's name(s) in the "What's It for?" space.  
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